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Greater Matthews Habitat for Humanity, from Built by Faith to the Sandy Marano 
Memorial Home 

 
MATTHEWS, N.C. (October 17, 2018) – Greater Matthews Habitat for Humanity (GMHFH) 
broke ground on its 107th home for the Ndjovu family this past September and is slated to be 
completed before the end of the year. The ongoing partnership between Habitat and Thrivent 
Financial helps families achieve strength, stability and self-reliance through affordable housing. 
For more than a decade, Thrivent Financial has partnered with Habitat affiliates across the 
United States and around the world to sponsor and build more than 4,000 homes. 
 
“It is such a gift to work for an organization that places Christian values and generosity FIRST! I 
have personally been blessed by our local relationship with Greater Matthews Habitat for 
Humanity, where we are currently working on our second build together. What a wonderful 
reflection of both organizations commitment to strengthen not only families, but entire 
communities,” said Pamela Bajorek, Thrivent Financial Associate. 
 
The Built by Faith home build was made possible in partnership with Thrivent Financial and 
nine area churches: St. Stephen United Methodist, Matthews United Methodist, Matthews 
Presbyterian, St. Francis United Methodist, Morning Star Lutheran, Cross and Crown Lutheran, 
Messiah Lutheran, Providence Presbyterian and Hope World Wide – Charlotte Church of Christ, 
alongside GMHFH.  
 
“We are so grateful for the partnership we share with Thrivent Financial. This build brings 
together several congregations, of varying denominations, to work communally to help make 
homeownership a reality for a hard-working family. This is truly a home Built by Faith,” said 
Natisha Rivera-Patrick, GMHFH Executive Director. 
 
GMHFH will be hosting another groundbreaking ceremony on Saturday, October 27th on its third 
Sandy Marano Memorial Home, located at 3519 Dion Drive. In 2016, GMHFH lost Sandy 
Marano to breast cancer and each year, the affiliate chooses to honor her memory and dedication 
to its mission by hosting a Memorial Women Build in her name. The Women Build is a national 
initiative where women across the country partner with their local Habitat locations to recruit, 
educate and nurture women to build – and advocate for – simple, decent and affordable houses in 
their communities.   
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Sandy was truly dedicated to the GMHFH mission to serve families in need of safe, affordable 
homes in her role at GMHFH. She loved “her” families and the job she did to help them reach 
their goal of home ownership. Sandy was well known in the community and an inspiration to 
many. You too can honor her memory, and support the GMHFH mission, by becoming a 
community partner on this build. 
 
 
About Greater Matthews Habitat for Humanity  
Since 1989, Greater Matthews Habitat for Humanity has addressed the lack of affordable housing in our area by providing decent 
homes with an affordable mortgage to help lower-income families obtain self-sufficiency and break the cycle of poverty. Habitat 
partner families help build their home alongside volunteers and make regular mortgage payments. Through financial support, 
volunteering or adding a voice to support affordable housing, you can help families achieve the strength, stability and self-
reliance that they need to build better lives for themselves. Through shelter, we empower. To learn more, please visit 
www.greatermatthewshabitat.org.  
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